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Assumed Character and Axiomatic Representation:Burrt’s Analysis
on the Metaphysical Foundations of Modern Physical Science
WANG Haiqin
(Institute for Science, Technology and Society, He’nan Normal University, Xinziang, He nan 453007 ,China)

Abstract: Modern physical science was based on the metaphysical foundations with four essential points—pragmatic presupposi-
tions for modern man to control nature. The assumed character of the first point was found soon while that of others had to be
revealed by Newton axiomatically. The internal inconsistency of assumed character and axiomatic representation had a great im-
pact on modern thought. Burtt, critical of positivism, paved a new way for the history of science and the philosophy of science,
indicating the rise of historicism and the school of history of scientific thought.
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