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Concept or Fact:The Traditional Autocratic Monarchy in China
ZHANG Shiwei

Abstract; For China’s traditional monarchy Empire political system,is Autocratic Monarchy a concept, or a fact? Based on the
core concepts and theoretical logic of Chinese traditional political theory, the paper analyzes and discusses the role and status of
the emperor in traditional Chinese imperial political system, using the history and sociology research methods. It is an easy thing
to discern the fact of the autocratic monarchy of the Chinese traditional political system. It argues that even if the autocratic
monarchy concept comes from the west, it also does not create a lie in the process of research in China.

Key words: Chinese Traditional Empire; The Political system; Autocratic Monarchy; The Debate of Name and Actuality
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Study of the Development of Democratic Ideas in Modern
China-Origin of the Concept of “Civil Rights”
CHU Chenge
(Institute of Chinese legal system and legal civilization ,and School of Administrative Law;
Northwest University of Political Science and Law, Xian 710063, China)
Abstract: Translating the English word“Democracy”with the Chinese word “E& 3", has undergone a roundabout and tortuous
process of vocabulary competition. China’s democratic concept in the new cultural movement and the May Fourth period began
to transform. After the democratic thoughts gradually entered into “the era of group doctrine”, they came into “intimate con-
tact” with such concepts as civil rights, dictatorship and constitutionalism, and collided with the sparks of “doctrines of civil
rights”, “people’s democratic dictatorship” and “new democratic constitutionalism”. Although “Civil rights”, produced in the
1870s to 1880s, has absorbed some arguments from Japan or our countrys own creation , it is beyond doubt that it is driven by
the superposition of two factors: both inspired by the Japanese ideas, and promoted by the Chinese intellectuals. In the course
of complex language use, the term was given the polysemous meaning of Democracy, Liberty and the Right of citizens or civil
right. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, it became the “hot word” and was widely used in Chinese society.

Key words: modern China ; democracy; the history of ideas; civil rights; Review

(RfE4IE - FEM)



