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Engineering Man and Engineering Cooperation
LI Bocong
(College of Humanities, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: Economic man is the basic hypothesis of human nature in economics, while engineering man is the basic hypothesis of
human nature in sociology of engineering. Economic man is the concept in economics portraying humans as self-interested, unco-
operative agents who act in the market competition under the guidance of the invisible hand, while engineering man is the concept
in sociology portraying humans as agents who collectively carry out engineering activities under the guidance of the visible hand. So
engineering cooperation among engineering men is an essential category of engineering sociology, which is located in the kernel of
the theory of engineering sociology.

Key words: engineering man; engineering activity; engineering cooperation; sociology of engineering
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