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Role of Government in Scientific Knowledge Production in Big Science Era
—Based on the Analysis of National Laboratories
TIAN Xiteng', TIAN Jiale®
(1. School of Humanities, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China;
2. Institute o f Science , Technology and Society , Henan Normal University , Xinxiang 453007, China)
Abstracts: In the middle of 20" century, the production mode of scientific knowledge has changed significantly, in which big sci-
ence took place of small science. As a consequence, scientific knowledge begun to play a fundamental role in the national construc-
tion, social development and public decision-making process, and correspondingly the production of scientific knowledge has be-
come a public affair. The government gradually intervened in the production of scientific knowledge, acting as the promoters and
coordinators of scientific knowledge production, the organizers and coordinators of the allocation of scientific resources, and the
participants and constructors of the order of scientific knowledge production. Knowledge production in national laboratories has
definite goals, playing a leading and directing role in the national science and technology development and social order balance,
which is the quintessential role of the government in the production of scientific knowledge.
Key words: government; Big Science; scientific knowledge production; national laboratories
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