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The Emperor’s Limited Power in the Legal System in the Han Dynasty
LYU Pu
(School of Criminal Lazw, Northwest University of Politic Science and Law, Xi’an 710063, China)
Abstract: The legislative field in the Han Dynasty showed the emperor’s limited power: the emperor’s decrees were subordinate
to the laws. First, in the laws and decrees system, laws were the body of legal norms. Second, in the laws and decrees system,
the decrees were subordinate to the laws. The change of the emperor’s decrees into the laws required a rigorous legislative
process. They must go through strict procedures, such as edited as decrees, written as decrees, in order to be formulated as laws.
Meanwhile, the judicial field in the Han Dynasty showed the emperor’s limited power as well: the emperor adhered to the princi-
ple that the crime was judged by the laws, and maintained the basic rules of the laws on crimes. The emperor of the Han Dynasty
accepted the results of cases discussion, which reflected he paid great attention to the officials” judicial opinions; the emperor of the
Han Dynasty recognized the independent judicial authority of the judicial organs, which reflected he upheld their independent judi-
cial actions. Therefore, the emperor in the Han Dynasty had limited power both in the legislative and judicial fields.

Key words: the Han Dynasty; legal system; the emperor’s limited power
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“Fengqiao Experience” in the Construction of “Macro-mediation” System

——a New Approach to Diversified Dispute Settlement Mechanism
FENG Weiguo
(School of Criminal Law, Northwest University of Political Science and Law, Xi’an 710063, China)
Abstract: “Macro-mediation”, as a solution with Chinese characteristics, plays a reasonable and positive role in dispute settle-
ment. However, some side effects arose in its operation, which deviated from the principle of rule of law and restrained the au-
tonomy at the grassroots level. Zhuji City, the birthplace of “Fengqiao Experience”, has actively explored a new approach in
the innovation construction of “macro-mediation” system and made remarkable achievements in its legalization, socialization,
professionalization and intelligentization, which have not only enriched and advanced “Fengqiao Experience” in the new era, but
also offered valuable experience for the diversified dispute settlement mechanism and the “Chinese approach” of grassroots gov-
ernance.

Key words: “Fengqiao Experience”; “macro-mediation”; diversified dispute settlement mechanism; Zhuji City
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