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Ontological Explanation for Borgmann’s Conception of Focal Life
TAN Taicheng
(School of Philosophy s Renmin University of China s Beijing100872, China)

Abstract: This paper offers an ontological view on Albert Borgmann’s thought on ontological philosophy of technology. Philosophy
of technology begins with Matin Heidegger’ s inquiry into the world of things and the essence of technology. Following Heidegger,
Borgmann clarifies and criticizes the character of technological syndrome with his “focal life” conception, which reshapes the
human-technology-world relations. The mechanical and commercial attributes of technological device dissolve the human
engagement with the world and turn it into “technological paradigm”. Liberal democracy remains neutral and silent in moral
responsibility and political action when confronting technological consequences. Thus, Borgmann reconstructs the engaging
contexts, discourse-meaning and intersubjectivity of “focal life”, which provides an ontological basis for criticizing technological
rules, transforming material environment and orientating good life and its meaning. This paper demonstrates the critical,
constructive and practical characteristics of ontological philosophy of technology. The contemporary turn in philosophy of
technology seems increasingly to suspend ontological or critical concern, and brings the tendency toward applied ethics and STS,
Therefore. ontological philosophy of technology should reflect its contemporary value and methodology, and avoid moral relativism
or absolutism when discussing technological and ethical problems. Meanwhile, it should evaluate technological problems in light of
specific cultural and institutional background to prevent endless ideological debates.
Key words: Albert Borgmann; focal life; ontology; philosophy of technology
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