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Cage and Freedom: Artistic Salvation and Ethical Reconstruction in Margaret Atwood’s Hag-Seed
LU Xijaoxiao

(College of Foreign Languages, Shandong University of Science and Technology, Qingdao, Shandong 266590, China)

Abstract; Margaret Atwood’s novel Hag-Seed (2016) , taking the opportunity of rewriting Shakespeare”’s play The Tem pest ,
extends her philosophy of “cage and freedom” from the concern for women’s survival to the observation of the predicament of
human modernity, endowing the classics with new vitality in the current context. Atwood uses “cage” as a metaphor to reveal the
dilemma of art caused by the expansion of instrumental reason and the reflected pain of humanity and ethics, and reflects on how
art can assume the role of aesthetic redemption in the disenchanted world. Felix’ s journey of seeking artistic redemption is the
process of his aesthetic existence, and the process of rebuilding the moral subject and ethical order. Art not only has the perceptual
power beyond the daily rational spirit, but also helps human beings clarify themselves and communicate the relationship between
subjects, By virtue of the truth potential of art, human beings penetrate the appearance of life and reach the inner essence of
existence, while the communicative function of art helps human beings reconcile sensibility and rationality, and integrate the
aesthetic-cognitive-moral fields, and thus promotes the transformation of moral ethics from cold rational norms into sacred values
in human heart. Only when the aesthetic individual is integrated into the ethical order constructed by the core of the sacred value
concept, can he/she obtain the fulcrum of life and self-salvation.

Key words: Hag-Seed ; Margaret Atwood; modern predicament; artistic salvation; ethical reconstruction
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