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Elective Modernism: A New Standpoint on Science
CHEN Qianggiang
(School of Marxism, Xizang Minzu University, Xianyang , Shanxi 712082, China)

Abstract: Elective modernism is a new standpoint of examining science put forward by Harry Collins and Robert Evans, which is
of great significance to understanding the theoretical orientation and contemporary development of the third wave of science studies.
In short, elective modernism implies that, from ethical and value perspectives, modern society should choose science as the
fundamental way to understand the observable world. Besides that, it is the moral responsibility of scientists and all people to
defend science from ethical and value perspectives. to value expertise and experience, and to examine scientific norms from the
perspective of “what they should be” instead of “what they are”. Moreover, technical decisions, which are divided into technical
and political phases. should be based on expert consensus rather than the truth. Technocracy and populism are expected to be
opposed in order to maintain and implement the traditions and values of science. Resisting the erosion of science by moral values,
the need for science in democracy, and providing a new way to defend science are the main reasons for advocating the choice of
elective modernism. In Collins, the rationality of elective modernism is taken as self-evident. However, though elective modernism
faces a range of criticisms, such as weak theoretical foundation, resort to irrationalism, tendency towards new foundationalism,
and being an epistocracy, elective modernism is also instructive, which suggests that it is time for STS (science, technology,
society) scholars to reflect deeply on the history of STS, This reflection is expected to avoid the absolutism, and it is also the
requirement of the times to balance the theory and practice of STS.

Key words: elective modernism; considerate science; morality
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