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Qualifications of Environmental Protection Organizations Initiating

Civil Public Interest Litigation on the Marine Environment
BEI Mingjie, WANG Mengxiao
(1. College of Humanities and Law, Shandong University of Science and Technology, Qingdao, Shandong 266590, China ;
2. Research Office, Jinan Intermediate People’s Court . Shandong Province, Jinan 250001, China)

Abstract: In Chinese judicial practice, the courts at all levels and in all localities basically deny the qualifications of plaintiffs in civil
public interest litigation on the marine environment initiated by environmental protection organizations. The key reason for this lies
in the courts’ different interpretation and application of the relevant provisions stipulated in the Environmental Protection Law of
the People’ s Republic of China, the Marine Environmental Protection Law of the People’ s Republic of China, and the Civil
Procedure Law of the People’ s Republic of China. If an environmental protection organization can serve as the subject of a
plaintiff in a civil public interest litigation on the marine environment, it is necessary to conduct a comprehensive analysis from
multiple angles on the attributes of marine environmental interests, the criteria for judging the public interest of the marine
environment, the principles of the environmental civil public interest litigation system, and the judicial interpretation of legal
provisions, so as to clarify the litigation role, the basis of the right of action and the order of the lawsuit in the civil public interest
litigation on the marine environment between the environmental protection organization and the marine environment supervision
and management department.

Key words: environmental protection organizations, marine environmental litigation, civil public interest litigation, plaintiff’ s

subject qualifications
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