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“Gig Labor” of Digital Nomads Under “Liquid Surveillance” ;
The Labor Monitoring Model of Mobile Game Guilds
YANG Xin, LI Hangyang

(School of Journalism and Communication » Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an, 910119)

Abstract: With the gradual prosperity of mobile game market, the group of “playbor” has gradually became a research object of
academic studies. Unlike that of organized labor groups such as boosters and gaming companions, the affective labor of the
ordinary players as “gig labor” seems to be a free and non-alienated subjective labor. This paper adopts a cyberethnographic
research methodology, focusing on the interaction between individual game practices, individual players, and structural economic
models. The study finds that the game companies and network platforms are still able to carry out “liquid surveillance” on the
players as digital nomads through the “guilds”. The “guild” is a common form of organization that transcends the boundaries
between the virtual and the real, forming a pyramidal digital pastoral power structure within the player community, which enables
game companies and platforms to directly requisition and commodify the production of players’ affective labor, and allows players
to move toward “quasi-professionalization” and to be dominated by the community culture of “energy-consuming and money-
consuming”.

Key words: liquid surveillance; gig labor; affective labor; digital nomads
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