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The Criticism and Transcendence of Actor-Network Theory from the Marxist Perspective
XIAO Leibo' s WANG Xiu®
(1. The Base of Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology, Xi Jinping Research Center for
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for the New Era s Nanjing » Jiangsu 210044, China s
2. School of Marxism s Southeast University s Nanjing s Jiangsu 211189, China)

Abstract: As one of the most widely used methodologies in the field of STS, Actor-Network Theory (ANT) has become a useful
ideological nutrient for the development of Western Marxist schools of geography, relational Marxism, and political ecology. But
its limitations have also given rise to four major criticisms of Marxists: a critique of the agency of its non-human actors at the
ontological level; a critique of its non-reductionism on an epistemological level; a methodological critique of its rejection of social
structure analysis; A critique of its ontological political goals in the axiological dimension. Based on these critiques, from the
perspectives of historical materialism, Marxist political economy and natural dialectics ANT's anti-historical materialism, de-
political economy analysis and radical empiricist position can be tripped over, which provides useful enlightenment for the future
development of Chinese Marxist STS,
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