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An Ethical Examination on the Heritable Gene Editing: A Perspective of Luck Egalitarianism
CHEN Mingyi, HUANG Ruoyun
(School of Marxism , Wuhan University of Technology » Wuhan, Hubei 430070, China)

Abstract: The gene editing technology CRISPR-Cas9 allows for safer and more effective gene editing, making heritable gene
editing based on this technology possible. Since its introduction, this technology has been challenged because of the infringement
on autonomy, imbalance between risks and benefits, and impact on social justice. Examining the ethical risks of heritable gene
editing technology from the perspective of luck egalitarianism reveals that gene editing technology can reduce the impact of
inequalities in natural endowments, and it also has the potential to enhance human welfare, promote the respect for life, and
uphold fairness and justice. In this sense, the gene editing technology actually provides a “second-best” solution for the
development in the post-human era, provided that the risks can be reasonably controlled and the process of technological
development and application for heritable gene editing are both open and transparent.

Key words: gene editing; luck egalitarianism; equality of resources; Dworkin; social equity
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Cyborg Peter Scott Morgan’s Inquiry into the Value of Life:.
A Perspective from Cybernetics to the Philosophy of Authenticity
TU Mingjun, SONG Longyu

(School of Marxism s Liaoning University of Technology, Jinzhou. Liaoning 121000, China)
Abstract; Cybernetics, or the science of control and communication in animals and machines, founded by Norbert Wiener, is an
enlightening science about the possibility of connecting human and machine systems. In Peter Scott Morgan’s own practice, pro-
phetic thinking of Wiener has become a reality, and Peter has successfully transformed himself into a “cyborg” and redefined the
meaning of human beings trapped in the body. From the perspective of information and feedback, Peter has obtained the continua-
tion of the value of natural attributes and social attributes based on the negative feedback mechanism, and become a “cyborg”.
From the perspective of subject and behavior, Peter, who has become a “cyborg”, is unable to confirm the value of his new sub-
ject through the two levels of self-sense and sense of autonomy in human behavior. From the perspective of purpose and value,
Peter’ s purpose and behavior for the continuation of the value of life are in line with the two modern value principles of instrumen-
tal rationality and individual rights. However, the human body faces the constraints of nature, in which the loss of autonomy is in-
evitable. From the perspectives of cybernetics and the philosophy of authenticity, Peter has only temporarily escaped the fate of
being abandoned by modern values in a technical way, but how to conceptually solve people’s panic and helplessness in the face of
the loss of autonomy is a question that provokes us to think further.

Key words: cybernetics; philosophy of authenticity; cyborg; the value of life
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