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Evolution of the Christian Metaphor of the “Book of Nature” and Development

of the Mathematization Process of Nature
FANG Xianxu, LENG Shaofeng
(School of Marxism » University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei, Anhui 230026, China)
Abstract: As a natural interpretive framework that has long dominated European intellectual life, the metaphor of the “Book of
Nature” is derived from the logos theology of Christianity and undertakes the task of abrogation of “separatism” to save
phenomena. The early Godfather's use of the metaphor already implies the possibility of independent nature research. Advancing
through the Middle Ages, it led people to rediscover the nature, shaped a kind of social psychology of discovering and worshiping
material, and provided activity space for scientific revolution. The belief that nature “can be read” is the greatest achievement
brought by the metaphor of the “Book of Nature”, and the translation of logos into mathematical rules is a recent invention in
modern times. By limiting the “Book of Nature” to mathematical symbols, Galileo carved out the territory of modern science and
shaped the community of scientists. Kepler' s discovery of the laws of planetary motion demonstrated the superiority of
mathematical realism as a natural interpretation. By investigating the fundamental significance of the metaphorical evolution of the
“Book of Nature” to the process of mathematization of nature, we can further reject the historical nihilism and maintain a
continuous scientific view of history.

Key words: scientific revolution; Christianity; the Book of Nature; change of view of nature
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