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Disclosure of Source Requirement for Genetic Resources in Patent Application:

International Coordination and China’s Response
XU Chang
(School of Law . University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. Beijing 102488, China)
Abstract: The disclosure of source requirement for genetic resources is one of the necessary steps in patent application. China,
India, Switzerland and other countries have established corresponding disclosure of source requirement for genetic resources, and
the World Intellectual Property Organization is discussing the issue and working on a unified international convention. Among
countries, there are still disputes over the adoption of international conventions, the establishment of institutions, the scope of
disclosure, the object of disclosure and the wording of “trigger”. The fundamental reason behind the disputes is the different
positions of different countries, which are mainly reflected in the conflict of interests between the development and utilization value
of genetic resources. Careful consideration should be given to the scope of disclosure and its connection with benefits sharing, and
the object of disclosure should be expanded to include traditional knowledge related to genetic resources. Specialized laws on the
protection of genetic resources should be formulated to form a benign combination of biodiversity protection and patent system.

Key words: genetic resources; patent law; source disclosure; derivatives; traditional knowledge
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