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On the Originality of Sports Event Programs

LAI Xiaopeng, HE Wenyi
(Civil, Commercial and Economic Law School, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088, China)
Abstract: A consensus on the legal attributes of sports event programs has not been formed in judicial practice so far. The core
difference of opinions lies in the identification of the originality of sports event programs. Due to the differences in neighboring right
system between China and the countries in the civil law system, it is not acceptable to incorporate sports event programs with less
originality into the category of neighboring right just for the fact that China also adopts the same legislative model allowing “the
separation between the copyright and the neighboring right”. On the contrary, the sports event programs, instead of merely me-
chanical recording and simple editing, have achieved great originality in the selection of materials, shooting and presentation. The
unique capture of the materials by the photographers, comprehensive application of multi-lens, as well as powerfully expressive ed-
iting techniques and brilliant commentaries, have enabled sports event programs to reach the level of originality required by the
works similar to film works.

Key words: sports event; sports event programs; originality; works
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