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On the Protection of Internet Copyright Under Criminal Law
from the “Linking to the Pirated Materials”
LI Minglu
(School of Criminal Justice, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: The copyright infringement in the form of “linking to the pirated materials” becomes increasingly rampant. When the
civil law or the administrative law fails to fully protect the interests of the copyright owner, it is necessary to resort to the criminal
law to regulate the copyright crime on the Internet. The clarification of whether the illegal act of “linking to the pirated materials”
is a principle criminal behavior or a helping criminal behavior plays an important role in determining whether the link service pro-
vider commits a joint offence against the copyright, or constitutes a copyright infringement alone or constitutes a crime of refusing
to fulfill the obligation that he bears in information network security management. The criminal liability of the link service provider
should be determined by the fact whether the link service provider fulfills his obligation to examine the content of the link, and at
the same time, by his attitude on the infringement.

Key words: linking to the pirated materials; deep linking; Internet copyright; joint offence
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