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Research on Botanical Translations and Botanical Terms

During the Late Qing Dynasty (1840—1912)
SUN Yanbing
(School of Foreign Languages , Jiangsu Open University, Nanjing 210036, China)
Abstract: During the eastward transmission of western sciences in the late Qing Dynasty, the main body of Chinese-Western scien-
tific communications was constituted by scientific translations. As an emerging modern discipline, modern western botany was in-
troduced to China in the form of translations at that time, thus having laid solid foundations for the overall development of modern
Chinese botany. In the late Qing Dynasty, the botanical translations were mainly completed by western missionaries in China and
had introduced part of the research results of modern western botany. Meanwhile, the botanical terms introduced in these transla-
tions had promoted the botanical research in the late Qing Dynasty to break the limitations of traditional botanical research, and
some of these terms, still in use today, had made a far-reaching significance in the history of Chinese botany development.
Key words: botanical translations; terms; the late Qing Dynasty; western missionaries in China; the eastward transmission of

western sciences
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