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The Construction Mechanism of Metaphors in Poetry
ZHANG Huifang

(School of Foreign Studies, Huanggang Normal Universtiy, Huanggang 438000, China)
Abstract: A metaphor is an important means for constructing poems. In the process of metaphorical construction of a poem, the
cognitive subject exerts his or her intentionality and initiative to construct a novel representation structure, establishes the similarity
of cognitive objects, and thus forms two conceptual domains or mental spaces of metaphorical construction. Through two-way pro-
jection and integration, the two mental spaces reflect in an abstract way the generic space with common organizational and struc-
tural characteristics. Finally a blended space is formed to reveal the philosophical significance of the poetry.

Key words: metaphors; poetry; construction mechanism
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