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Causal Exclusion Argument and Causal Bayes Net
WU Dongying, ZHU Linfan

(School of Philosophy . Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)
Abstract; Causal exclusion argument is one of the most important questions in philosophy of mind. The exclusion argument pur-
ports to refute non-reductive physicalism and thereby argues that irreducible mental properties are causally inefficacious. Recently,
Alex Gebharter appeals to causal Bayes net, which is a new technique for discovering causal relations in the study of artificial intel-
ligence, to defend the conclusion of the exclusion argument. However, causal Bayes net presupposes causal Markov condition in its
object of study so it must presume that one can view supervenient relations as if causal relations in the exclusion argument. Never-
theless, after thorough examination and analysis, the presumption is shown to be dubitable. This paper suggests that whether one
can analyze the exclusion argument by causal Bayes net still depends on its future development.

Key words: causal exclusion argument; causal Bayes net; supervenience; causality
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