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Various Concepts of Supervenience and Their Applications to the Mind-Body Problem .
Some Amendments to Kim’s Theory of Supervenience
CHEN XiaoPing'*
(1.School of Public Administration s South China Normal University , Guangzhou 510006, China ;
2.The Center of Intelligent Society and Human Development , Guangdong University of Finance & Economics,Guangzhou 510320, China)

Abstract: Jaegwon Kim had made excellent contribution to the concepts of supervenience and the mind-body problem. He not only
made a distinction between the concepts of strong and weak supervenience, but also connected them with the whole-part, the lay-
ered and the macro-micro supervenience, and pointed out the metaphysical property and its importance of the whole-part superve-
nience. However, there are some confusions in Kim’s theory of supervenience, which lead to his intention of abandoning the con-
cept of “supervenient dependence”. This paper accepts the metaphysical position of the whole-part supervenience revealed by Kim,
and then straightens out its relationships with other various concepts of supervenience, and expounds the complex morphology of
various concepts of supervenience in mind-body relation from two perspectives: practice theory and epistemology. By comparison
with Kim’s mind-body reductionism and Descartes’ mind-body dualism, the mind-body theory of supervenience is not only rea-
sonable but also substantial metaphysically.

Key words: mind-body problem; superveniece; Jaegwon Kim; reductionism; dualism
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