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The Hard Part of the Mind-Body Problem from the Perspective of Hylomorphism
LIU Haitao
(School of History and Culture of Science, Shanghai Jiao Tong University . Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract: The hard part of the mind-body problem is how the phenomenal character of the mind harmonizes with the physical
world. The current paradigm of mind-body theory inherits from the Cartesian mechanistic principle of causality and the vitalist con-
cept of mind property; therefore, the hard part of the mind-body problem is a product of Cartesian framework. Hylomorphism
takes structural form as the basic ontology and the central principle and holds that the phenomenal character of the mind is a kind
of structural activity after system integration. Hylomorphism unifies the mind and the physical system through the view of struc-
tural activity, which shares something in common with thoughts in Chinese philosophy. But more clarifications are to be made re-
garding the structure as essential ontology.

Key words: hylomorphism; the hard part of the mind-body problem; phenomenal character; structural activity
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