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Soviet Element in the Atomic Publicity in the 1950s
REN Anbo, LIU Pei

(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei 230026, China)

Abstract: The atomic publicity campaign in the mid-1950s created an atmosphere in which every citizen was concerned with atomic
energy, which provided a favorable condition for the rapid development of atomic cause in China. The cause, process and influence
of the campaign have been fully discussed in the existing research. This paper focuses on an important aspect of the campaign-the
Soviet element, and discusses its main content and influence from three different types of media: the popular science books on a-
tomic energy, the articles in People’s Daily and Guangming Daily, and the exhibition on peaceful use of atomic energy. The
“Soviet fever” in the campaign provided an example and means for the popularization of atomic energy among the masses, and ef-
fectively increased the enthusiasm of the whole society. Meanwhile, its huge political orientation also affected the further improve-
ment of the public’s scientific literacy of atomic energy.

Key words: atomic energy; publicity campaign; Soviet element; in the 1950s
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