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Analysis of Clarissa’s Existential Dilemma in Mrs. Dalloway
JIANG Yue'er, LI Baojie
(School of Foreign Languages and Literature , Shandong University» Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Mrs. Dalloway, a stream-of-consciousness novel by the British writer Virginia Woolf, manifests Clarissa’s existential
dilemma in recollections, associations and interior monologues of this female protagonist. By displaying her living predicament in
which Clarissa is drowning into emptiness due to loss of identity as well as experiencing isolation and sense of impending death,
Woolf exhibits myriad oppression and fetters whereby approaches of reigning by micro-powers in the patriarchal society are fully
revealed. Misadventures of Septimus, Clarissa’s dark double, are emblematic of inhumanity, institutional repressions and autocra-
ey masquerading in disparate forms. This essay reveals universal implications of Clarissa's existential dilemma, which transcends
time, space and strata, from the perspective of existential psychology and the analysis of micro-powers.

Key words: Mrs. Dalloway; Clarissa; existential dilemma
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