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Research on Life Cycle and Communication Mechanism of Internet Buzzwords:
A Cluster Analysis of 73 Internet Buzzwords from 2012 to 2020
JI Naili, YAN Chaoyue, CHEN Wentian

(Zhou Enlai School o f Government  Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract; Internet buzzwords, as social mirrors and hallmarks of the era, are worth researching. In order to deeply understand the
common characteristics and development rules of the life cycle of buzzwords, 73 buzzwords from 2012 to 2020 have been chosen
and researched based on information life cycle theory and Baidu index. The results show that the popularity of Internet buzzwords
tend to decline after overnight popularity and keep stable at a low level, they all show the morphological characteristics of sharp
right deviation and the average life cycle lasts for 355 days. Finally, data are deconstructed from the dimensions of life cycle, heat
level and communication forms. Five types of buzzwords: high popularity and stable development type, low popularity stable
development type, high popularity and short-term overnight popularity, medium popularity permanently popular type, medium
popularity medium and permanent popular type, are analyzed in terms of their origin, category connotation and communication
motivation. Accordingly, communication mechanism of buzzwords, which includes four stages: generation, contact, recognition
and use, is put forward. In terms of the standardization and guidance of network buzzwords, the government and relevant
mainstream media should seek innovative coordination to modernize and network official discourse and traditional culture. The
government should also strengthen the supervision on creative subjects, perform effectively in the control of communication
source, establish and improve the early warning mechanism for public opinion, and timely curb the spread and diffusion of negative
information.

Key words: Internet buzzwords; life cycle; communication mechanism; a cluster analysis
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