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Research on the Role Positioning of Environmental Science Knowledge

in Democratic Governance in the “Post-truth” Era
GUO Jianan
(School of Environment , Resources and Development , Asian Institute of Technology, Klong Luang, Bangkok 12120, Thailand)

Abstract: In the “post-truth” era, emotions and personal beliefs can affect public opinion more than objective facts, so that the
discourse power and credibility of science are gradually weakened. Instead, science is slandered from the content and system under
the guise of “cognitive equality and democratized science”. Therefore, in the field of science and environmental policy in the “post-
truth” era, it is urgent to reshape the relationship between science and democracy, to advocate reasonably avoiding the absolute
and narrow governance dilemma of technocracy on the basis of the system construction which emphasizes multi-dimensional
interaction between science, policy and society, in order to find a possible way to surpass the limitations of expert politics. This
requires moving towards a new paradigm of democratic governance based on environmental science and knowledge democracy.
This democratic governance emphasizes building the basic framework of the paradigm from three dimensions: responsible and
capricious knowledge production, diversified and controversial knowledge application, and inclusive knowledge evaluation, so as to
reassess the democratic value of the expert system and provide new action guidelines for highly complex and uncertain
environmental risk governance.
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