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Abstract; The immature oil, which is a kind of important unconventional energy resources,is found almost in every
Mesozoic-Cenozoic continental petroliferous basin in China. The paper summarized and elucidated the distribution of
the immature oil in China, physical chemical features,identification index,and hydrocarbon origin on the basis of the
extensive study of the former data on the immature oil. The biomarker is one of the effective means to identify the
immature oil,in the formation of which the inorganic catalysis plays an important role. Therefore, the exploration of
the immature oil in the regions of the immature hydrocarbon resource rocks may have enormous potential with the
existence of such inorganic factors as relative trace elements.
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Fig. 1 Distribution map of immature oil in China(modified after reference [12])
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