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The Evolution of the Understanding of Basic Research and

National Policy in the Post-Crisis Era
DING Dawei, GAO Lu
(Center for Science, Technology and Society ., Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: The global economic crisis of 2008, a great blow to the global economy, has led many countries to adjust their scien-
tific policies including basic research policy, which reflects their different understandings of the theory and practice of basic re-
search. Based on the historical changes of the concept of basic research, this paper explores the reasons for government to sup-
port basic research. With its expanding influence, basic research has been assigned with new goals and policy implications in the
post-crisis era to be the fundamental basis of economy recovery, social progress and national prosperity. It is important for our
basic research policy-making to recognize its historical evolution and modern characters.

Key words: basic research; post-crisis era; national policy paradigm
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