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His important place in the history of modern Chinese mathematics can best be appreciated in
terms of his roles first as traditional mathematician, then translator of Western mathematics and sci-
ence, and finally instructor at the Tong Wen Guan([&]3C4E). &)
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(83.)DEF. 2. The poles of the earth are the points where its axis meets its surface. The North

Pole is that nearest to Europe; the South Pole that most remote from it. [**/%
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(88.)DEF. 7. The latitude of a place on the earth’s surface is its angular distance from the equa-
tor, measured on its own terrestrial meridian: it is reckoned in degrees, minutes, and seconds, from 0
to 90 C, and northwards or southwards according to the hemisphere the place lies in. Thus, the ob-
servatory at Greenwich is situated in 51°28'40" north latitude. This definition of latitude, it will be ob-
served, is to be considered as only temporary. A more exact knowledge of the physical structure and
figure of the earth, and a better acquaintance with the niceties of astronomy, will render some modifi-

cation of its terms, or a different manner of considering it, necessary. "%
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Li Shanlan’s Academic Communication with Other Chinese
Mathematicians and his Translations
ZHANG Sheng
(Institute o f History of Science & Technology s Inner Mongolia Normal University , Huhhot 010022, China)
Abstract: The Dissemination of Western Learning (Xi Xue Dong Jian) starts a new stage after the Opium War. A significant
characteristic is translating Western scientific works. Li Shanlan, the most important figure of this period, did the most work
and translated nearly ten books with Wylie Alexander and others, which has great impacts on the then society. His communica-
ting with other Chinese mathematicians is also a driving force for Chinese mathematics. This paper focuses on his communica-
tion with other Chinese mathematicians and his translations by taking Outlines o f Astronomy ({RK ))as a case study.
Key words: The Dissemination of Western Learning (Xi Xue Dong Jian); Li Shanlan; Outlines of Astronomy({ik K )); aca-

demic communication; translation
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