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Historical Definition of Equality and Its Transcendence

——Rereading Marx’s Critique o f the Gotha Programme
HE Zhonghua
(School of Philosophy and Social Development Shandong University ,Ji’nan,Shandong 250100, China)
Abstract: Relevant thoughts in Critique of the Gotha Programme demonstrate Marx’s view on equality as that equality does not
exceed the “parochial horizon of bourgeois right”, but it still bears positive significance in the first phase of communism. Wheth-
er equality is outmoded is dependent on the specific historical conditions. When labor was no longer the only means of making a
living, alienation of labor was abolished completely,and leisure time became wealth scale instead of labor time, equality and ine-
quality and their opposition would be transcended historically. Marx pondered on the issue of equality by applying the historical
way of thinking,which demonstrated its features of revealing the ontological root of human beings, the possibility of seizing fu-
ture in historical transcendence and the effort to deconstruct the historical conditions which make the issue effective.

Key words: Critique of the Gotha Programme ; equality;the historical way of thinking; bourgeois right; communism
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