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Rethinking the Sources of International Law from the
Perspective of the Application of International Law
SUN Fabai, LI Zhihui
(College of Humanities and Law ,Shandong University of Science and Technology ,Qingdao,Shandong 266590, China)

Abstract: The sources of international law are not only the cornerstone of international law, but also play a fundamental role in its
application. There are many theories of sources of international law which touch upon the application. However, they usually fail to
fully reflect the basal value of being applicable to international law and have not achieved the desired effect in practice. It is of practi-
cal significance to analyze the elements indispensible to the connotation of the sources of international law from the perspective of
the application of international law. And a compromise of formal sources and material sources could be achieved with regard to their
connotation. In the formal sources, we should take the factors of validity and recognition rules into account. In the material
sources, it is necessary to consider material factors about justice, background factors of the rules and so on in the development of
sources of international law .
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