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Network Governance New Model of Participatory Democracy in the Internet Age

LI Shuang
(Department of Humanities and Law, Qingdao Radio and Television University , Qingdao, Shandong 266012, China)

Abstract; The traditional western form of democracy evolved form direct democracy to representative democracy (indirect democra-
cy). Although the former has lost its objective existing conditions, it gives vitality to the latter as it, being an ancient ideal partici-
patory politics, could reflect direct democratic spirit. Along with the arrival of the information era of the 21st century, networks
provide people with completely new, direct, equal and convenient democratic participation, i. e. , network governance—a new
form of participatory democracy. Studying the characteristics and system construction of China’s network governance shall promote
China's democratic political construction.
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