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Controversies over Constitutionalism
JIAO Hongchang'  MA Xiao®

(1. Law school y China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088, China;

2. Law School , China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100078, China)
Abstract: The constitutional debate initiated from May of 2013 is a debate about China’s future path of political development in es-
sence. Anti-constitutionalists reject constitutionalism by labeling ideology on every detail of constitutional institute. On the contrary,
constitutionalists have never stopped persuading practical political system to embrace constitutionalism by removing the ideological
blinkers. In general, the debate strategy of both sides cover the original meaning of constitutionalism. Intentionally or unintentional-
ly, the form of government is ignored by both sides. But what we could learn from this debate is that the connotation and destiny of
constitutionalism largely depend on each and every citizen’s attitude toward freedom.
Key words: constitutionalism; ideology; science of form of government; freedom
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