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The Reverse Study of Kelsen’s Pure Theory of Law

TIAN Wensheng
(Law school s Southeast University , Nanjing 211189, China)
Abstract: There are two types of theories in traditional philosophy of law, the theory of natural law and the theory of legal positiv-
ism experience. For a long time, many people think that they not only repel each other, but have exhausted all possible legal theo-
ries. Therefore, an antinomy arises if the notion is taken for granted. Kelsen, by introducing the proposition of the relationship of
law and truth solves this problem and puts forward the pure theory of law itself. However, Kelsen does not demonstrate the oppo-
site possibility of the pure theory of law. From the reverse discussion of Kelson’s pure theory of law, the essence of the issue
turns to the relationship of morality and truth. The analysis of morality and truth shall be directly related to the legitimacy and ef-
fectiveness of law.

Key words: pure theory of law; morality and truth; legitimacy and effectiveness
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