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Operational Basis of Tibetan Customary Law of “Compensation for Life” and Its Critique

DAN Lerong
(Law school s Qinghai University for Nationalities, Xining 810007, China)

Abstract: The long fixed organizational structure of Tibetan society, especially the tribal organizations, theocracy and the Buddhist
culture have been affecting. controlling and maintaining Tibet” s social order. They show extremely effective connection in social
control, and become the genes which have formed the Tibetan customary law of “compensation for life”, determining its emer-
gence, growth and changes. while constructing its operational basis of historical and present reasonability. Although the political
and social systems—f{rom which the customary law originated have greatly changed since Tibet’s democratic reform from the late
19507 s, due to the difficult alpine region agricultural and animal husbandry production and living style and the vulnerable environ-
ment, the tribes—grassroot organizations of ancient society still play the role similar to that of modern social insurance system in-
dependent of the grassroot organizations established under the state law. Correspondingly, the way of dispute resolution in Tibetan
customary law of “compensation for life” highlights its irreplaceable role and status. Therefore, Tibetan customary law of “com-
pensation for life” shall continue to exist or shall exist in different forms.

Key words: compensation for life; customary law; Tibetan society; Tibetan Buddhism; theocracy
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