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A Study on the Check and Balance Mechanism of the United Nations
From the Perspective of International Constitutionalism
ZHAO Xuan
(Law School » Peking University» Beijing 100871, China)
Abstract: The United Nations is expected to play an important role in international affairs, but its functioning is far from satisfacto-
ry. This is due to an absence of check and balance mechanism both in and out of the United Nations, especially the imbalance a-
mong the General Assembly, the Security Council and the International Court of Justice. From the perspective of international con-
stitutionalism, the United Nations should, based on the UN Charter, enhance the effectiveness of the General Assembly, specify
the power and operation of its Security Council, give scope to the International Court of Justice in international dispute. At the
same time, in the relationship with the United Nations, national sovereignty should be subject to certain restrictions and individual
rights of citizens shall be protected by the United Nations under certain circumstances.
Key words: United Nations; international constitutionalism; UN Charter; Statute of International Court of Justice; check and bal-

ance mechanism
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