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A Comparative Study on the Structures of 1.1 and L.2 Mental Lexicons

for Chinese English Learners
Chen Shifa' , Kong Zhaoli* , Liu Demei’ , Hou Linping”
(1. School of foreign languages ,Ocean University of China » Qingdao,Shandong 266100, China;

2. School of foreign languages » Shandong University of Science and Technology »Qingdao, Shandong 266590 , China)
Abstract: The paper compares the structures of Chinese 1.1 and English 1.2 mental lexicons for Chinese English learners based on
the data obtained in an English Word Association Test and its corresponding Chinese one. It discusses three questions: 1. What is
the structure of Chinese 1.1 mental lexicon? 2. What is the structure of English .2 mental lexicon? 3. What are the differences and
similarities between the two mental lexicons? Data analyses indicate that Chinese I.1 mental lexicon employs a syntactic structure as
its main model, while English 1.2 mental lexicon roughly takes a developmental tendency of mixture of syntactic, paradigmatic, col-
locational and spelling-pronouncing models. The comparison of the I.1 and 1.2 mental lexicons demonstrates that the two mental
lexicons are qualitatively similar, but quantitatively are significantly different. Therefore, we come to a conclusion that the struc-
tures of Chinese .1 and English 1.2 mental lexicons for Chinese English learners are qualitatively similar, but different quantitative-
ly.

Key words: mental lexicon; 1.1; 1.2; structures; chinese english learners
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apple leave temperature
website friendly wind

poor mouth hungry
special keep fight

boring nature improve
difficult waste draw

idea scientist permeate
house leg unfurl
worried polite weigh
season receive basketball
scour gleeful opulence
rapport miraculous underground
jaunt milk suggest
afford necessary dictionary
bring medicine wood

heavy wine judicious
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