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Elucidation of the characteristics of the winter solstice

in Western Han Dynastys “Yi Yin-Yang”
DENG Dong
(College of Humanities and law » Shandong University of Science and Technology . Qingdao 266590, China)
Abstract: From the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period to the Middle Western Han Dynasty, the development
of the calendar had experienced three stages, namely the phenological calendar, Zhuanxu calendar and Taichu calendar. At different
stages, the explanation for Yin-Yang, four images, eight winds, eight trigrams, five elements and nine-grid pattern were different.
The practice of Emperor Wu Di’s setting the Taichu calendar, reflected the calendar idea of four points centered on the winter sol-
stice. At the moment, “Yi Yin-Yang” had a unique philosophy summary about the winter solstice, and adjusted with a variety of
theories, making it a calendar theory with the nature of Yi.

Key words: Yi Yin-Yang; phenological calendar; Zhuanxu calendar; Taichu calendar; the characteristics of the winter solstice
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