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Analysis on the Evolution of Printing Technology from the Perspective of the
Intermediary Theory of Technology
CAO Shengnan, WANG Qian
(Department of philosophy , Dalian University of Technology , Dalian 116024 , China)
Abstract; Printing technology is a technology that serves the culture communication and knowledge acquisition. In the development
process of printing technology from the paper as the carrier to the data as the carrier, it has gone through the three stages of tools,
mechanization and digitization, and the intermediary role of printing technology between the human and social life continues to
strengthen. The evolution of printing technology is the result of people's self demand and social demand. The evolution of printing
technology not only plays an important role in the social life changes, but also exerts a subtle influence on the way of human being
‘s existence, cognitive ability and emotional activities, The analysis of the evolution of the printing technology from the perspective
of the intermediary theory of technology not only contributes to the understanding of essential characteristics of printing technolo-
gy, but also benefits the deepening of the research of the intermediary theory of technology.

Key words: intermediary theory of technology; printing technology; Instrumentalism; Mechanization; digital; social impact
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