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Diversification of Subjects of Judicial Examination in Qing Dynasty
LV Hong

(School of Criminal Law, Institute for Chinese Law System and Legal Civilization ,
Northwest University of Political Science and Law, Xi’an 710063, China)

Abstract: Judicial examination system of the Qing dynasty is a system of theory and practice, created by the Chinese and in a long-
term use, which is an ancient Chinese product under the particular political, economic, and social environment, embodying the ju-
dicial wisdom of the ancients. It completely inherited the traditional characteristics of the diversification of the judicial examination,
dividing judicial inspection personnel into the presider and practitioners of inspection, including both the officials with formal official
seals of the prefectures and counties and their subordinates, and also including the post mortem examiner, officials in charge of the
case files, criminal , and private assistants or advisers, etc. This kind of judicial inspection personnel is not only the continuation of
traditional diversified characteristics, but also determined by knowledge background and the low degree of traditional inspection
knowledge specialization. Although the diversification of the judicial examination produced some negative effects, it provides us
with an unique angle of observation on the track of development of the ancient Chinese judicial civilization.

key words: the Qing dynasty; The judicial examination system; The judicial examination subject
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