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Legislation and Ethical Issues for Self-driving Cars
——Comments on “Germany’s Ethical Guideline for Self-driving Cars”
CHEN Xiaoping' , ZHAI Wenjing”
(1. School of Public Administration , South China Normal University » Guangzhou 510006, China;

2. Huicheng Overseas Chinese Middle School s Jiangmen 529000, China)
Abstract: While self-driving cars have made huge progress in technology, they are likely blocked by some loopholes or drawbacks in
legalization and ethical principles. Therefore, the key point for self-driving cars to enter the commercial stage is to establish sound
relevant laws and ethical foundations. The Germany’s ethical guideline for self-driving cars, the first attempt to lay the ethical
foundation for self-driving cars in the world, is of huge significance. However, there are some serious flaws in the items about
ethical dilemmas, which will ultimately transform the liability subject from the auto system to human drivers. This is due to the
misunderstandings of the basic principles in utilitarianism and deontology of moral philosophy; therefore, it is necessary to clarify
the misunderstandings.

Key words: self-driving cars; ethical principles; greatest happiness principle; free will; trolley problem
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