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Historical Evolution of Folk Regulations and Conventions
and Their Role Positioning in Contemporary Local Governance
HE Wangwang
(School of Marxism . Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an 710129, China)
Abstract: The thoughts of “respecting the aged” and “approaching harmony” have existed since the ancient times and it is in
the Northern Song Dynasty and later dynasties that the written folk regulations and conventions became prevalent, among which
“Lv’ s Conventions” had the greatest influence. Folk regulations and conventions played an important role in transforming existing
habits and customs and assisting local officials to maintain the rural orders from the Ming and Qing Dynasty to the Republic of Chi-
na (1912-1949). After the founding of the new China, the country has strengthened its ability to govern the local society in ac-
cordance with the government decrees or laws, which has resulted in the gradual decline of the folk regulations and conventions.
However, their influence in the current local society still exists. The local government should transform, promote or discard the
folk regulations and conventions on the basis of the practical situations, and regard them as helpful supplements to norms of law in
order to better provide services for the local governance and the construction of a new socialist countryside,

Key words: folk regulations and conventions; Lv’s Conventions; local governance; role positioning
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