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A Review of Circuit Court System Under the Background of Judicial Reform
GUO Yan
(School of Criminal Law, Northwest University of Political Science and Law, Xi’an 710063, China)

Abstract; Since the trial and gradual implementation of the circuit courts, the circuit court system proposed in China’s judicial re-
form plan has basically been established. and has entered the stage of full implementation. On the one hand, due to its profound
history, it is necessary to examine, compare and draw on the ancient or modern relevant systems to maintain the superiority of the
circuit court system. On the other hand, the current circuit court system effectively protects and realizes the legitimate rights and
interests of litigants, and meanwhile helps relieve the pressure of the Supreme People’s Court. However, as a newborn system, it
needs to be examined and reviewed due to some defects in its system and ideas, for the intention of further improvement of the cir-
cuit court system and elimination of local judicial intervention; it is essential to expand the scope of the circuit courts to the major
first and second trial criminal cases, and to further clarify the scope of cases that the Supreme Court and the circuit courts hear,
which will fundamentally ease the pressure of the Supreme Court; moreover, it is necessary to further clarify the original intention
of the circuit court system in order to avoid misplaced dispute settlement.

Key words: circuit court; judicial reform; system comparison
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