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Early Attempts of Digital Socialism: On OGAS and Cybersyn
ZHANG You
(School of Marxism s Chengdu University s Chengdu 6100106 , China)

Abstract: The OGAS project of the Soviet Union and the Cybersyn project of Chile were early utopian practical explorations of
digital socialism. OGAS was designed to serve the operation of the planned economic system and the heavy industrial production of
the Soviet Union. It attempted to make the Soviet architecture a production machine that obeyed the central will of Moscow;
Cybersyn is more utopian in its attempt to integrate the entire Chile into a recursive economic production and computing structure,
making it a factory for automated production. Both projects ultimately failed due to immature technology, inadequate
understanding among people, and complex external political and economic conditions. In today’ s world where information
technology has fully demonstrated its potential, it is more deeply bound with modern political ideology and economic models. In
the future, digital technology and economy will be inevitably integrated and developed in a complex field.
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