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On Kant’s Practical Transformation of Metaphysics:
An Exploration Based on the Reinterpretation of the Philosophical “Copernican Revolution”
TAN Wei
(Department of Anthropology and Philosophy s University of Halle-Wittenberg , Halle(Saale) s Sachsen-Anhalt s D -06110,Germany)

Abstract: It constitutes an important concern within Kant’s critical philosophy to facilitate metaphysics from the speculative to the
practical domain. In the preface of the second version of the Critique o f Pure Reason , Kant expounded that we can securely guide
metaphysics along the path of science through a revolution in the philosophical framework, generally referred to as the “Copernican
Revolution”. Since Kant divided metaphysics into two parts, namely, the metaphysics of nature and the metaphysics of morals,
the objective of this “Revolution” should not merely answer the question of how we can employ this “Revolution” to transform the
metaphysics of nature into a science, but also how we can employ it to make the metaphysics of morals into a science. However,
the critique of the traditional metaphysics of nature does not directly lead to the systematic construction of the metaphysics of
morals. It contains a gap between the metaphysics of nature and of morals that needs to be bridged. So the “Revolution” must
take on this task. Yet, based on the classical explanation that interprets the “Revolution” as a shift between knowledge and object,
we cannot transition from the speculative dimension to the practical one. This classical explanation disregards the historical and
genetic context of both astronomy and philosophy. The astronomical “Copernican Revolution” was not solely initiated by
Copernicus; rather, it began with Copernicus and culminated in Newtonian Mechanics. To contextualize the astronomical
“Copernican Revolution” within Kant’s philosophy, we will unveil the essence of the philosophical “Copernican Revolution”. This
essence does not involve a reversal of knowledge and object but a transformation in the cognitive abilities of the faculty of the mind
itself. As a result, the “Revolution” can be further extended to the practical dimension in accordance with Kant’s epistemology.
By showcasing how the faculty of understanding and reason is differently employed in the theoretical and practical dimensions, we
will illustrate how Kant bridged the gap through the philosophical “Copernican Revolution”. This process emerges as a progressive
transformation, ultimately establishing the foundation for constructing the metaphysics of morals.
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