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Spatial Shaping Mechanism of Reciprocal Community:
Spatial Ethics in Nesbit’s The Railway Children
GUO Xing, LIU Qinglai
(School of Liberal Arts, Xi’an Technological University, Xi’an 710021, China)
Abstract: The Railway Children by British children” s author Nesbit includes a wealth of insightful geographical ethical
implications. With the narration of multiple geographical spaces, the novel depicts the spatial construction of reciprocal community
in response to the ethical beliefs and moral practices that shape the modernization of British society in the early 20™ century. The
novel specifically covers three spatial ethical structures: the family ethical space that shapes reciprocal community in family, the
public moral space that strives to develop a community of mutual benefit, and the railway space which constructs reciprocal
community across classes and regions. The novel highlights Nesbit’ s vision of moral construction rooted in children’s subjectivity.

Key words: Nesbit; The Railway Children; spatial ethical construction; reciprocal community
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