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“Mediating Time” and “Temporalizing Media” : Towards the “Timeless” Human Conditions
REN Yiou, WANG Jiapeng
(School of Journalism and Communication» Nanjing University» Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Time and media inherently possess a unified dual relation, mutually defining each other: without the visibility of media,
time remains an inaccessible abstract concept; without the temporality of time, media ceases to be media. “Mediating time” and
“temporalizing media” are two fundamental threads for understanding the relation between time and media. The former refers to
the various forms of time generated through the mediation of media technologies, while the latter analyzes the mechanisms through
which media regulate and create the human perception of time, and this involves both the operation process of media based on time
and the technical mechanism by which media construct “temporal forms”. In today’s world, these two threads converge, and the
existing temporal frameworks are all imprinted with “machines’ trace”. The scale of time no longer accommodates human
existence, and “timelessness” emerges as a defining human condition.

Key words: media; technologies; temporality; rhythm; binary system
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The Rise of the Media Machine: Machine Genealogy and Technology Networks
SHA Can, HU Yiqing
(School of Journalism and Communication, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: With the popularization of mechanical printing, media machines have quietly stepped onto the stage of history. The e-
mergence and promotion of digital media have further endowed media machines with the capability to create a mediated field,
thereby contouring the modern social landscape. This transformation garnered significant attention from the Frankfurt School and
the Media Environment School, who, drawing inspiration from the genealogy of machine research, established the genealogical
framework for media machine research. However, with the advent of a series of media machines such as computers and AR-
PANETS, and notably, the emergence of generative Al capable of engaging in open-domain, multi-round dialogues, media ma-
chines not only give a soul to the hard infrastructure, but also enable the society to realize the interconnection of all things through
the soft infrastructure of human language, knowledge and computing power, which undoubtedly indicates the complete rise of
media machines and ignites the imagination of contemporary researchers on media machine.

Key words: machine; media machine; media infrastructure; generative artificial intelligence
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