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Translating, Reassembling and Maintaining: Paper Photo Albums and
Family Relationships from an ANT Perspective
LIU Yixuan, HU Yiging
(School of Journalism and Communications Nanjing University » Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Based on the Actor-Network-Theory, this paper conducted in-depth interviews with 20 families to explore the
significance of paper photo albums. The study finds that paper photo albums, which could be called actors, translate the family
relationships by adding a responsibility relationship for the whole family through the common promise of family members,
strengthening the affection connection between different members through figuring the memories, and setting behavioral norms for
each member by depicting the ideal family. In the process of action, paper photo albums enroll many heterogeneous actors and
become the obligatory passing points, then engrave the action relationship on paper material, which ultimately drives the paper
photo albums’ action, making the reassembling and maintaining of family relationships possible.

Key words: paper family albums; ANT; actor; translation; family relationships
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