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Operation Mechanism and Entertainment Value of “AAA Family” .
a Language Cosplay Game for Youth Pretending to Be Elderly
DONG Hao', HUANGPU Yu’, ZHANG Xingyu'
(1. Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Nanjing Forestry University s Nanjing 210037, China ;
2. Jiangsu Radio and Television Station , Nanjing 210037, China)

Abstract: As an online subculture, the “AAA family” reflects not only a small circle culture for young people to entertain
themselves, but also serves as a platform for young people to voice their opinions on social issues in a rebellious, humorous and
deconstructed manner. Given this context, this paper takes the “AAA family” on the Xiaohongshu platform as the research
object, and uses the online ethnography and unstructured interviews to explore the operation mechanism and social value of the
“AAA family”, where young people pretend to be elderly. The results show that the reason why young people actively participate
in the “AAA family” and use the language of the elderly is because under the empowerment of new media technology, young
people can imitate the elderly by parodying and deconstructing elderly linguistic expressions, and then get the opportunity to
indirectly rebel against the authority of their parents and ease family tensions, and at the same time, they can also use the role-
playing dimension inherent in discourse practice to facilitate cross-generational communication and understanding. Ultimately, the
appeal of the “AAA family” lies in its dual function of entertainment and education. Specifically, through imitation, young people
can indirectly gain the experience of their parents, thereby accelerating their personal socialization. Additionally, as a self-
organized interest group, it addresses the virtual socialization, expression, and respect needs of young individuals. Driven by
curiosity and deconstructed game carnival, the experience of “aging” is obtained in advance through imitation, and then the role of
understanding parents and promoting intergenerational communication is realized. This process of collision and integration
contributes to the combination of online youth subculture and mainstream culture.

Key words: AAA family; youth; parody; language cosplay game; subculture
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The Mechanical Friend: An Exploration of Subjectivity Dilemmas in Human-Machine Interaction
with an Empirical Study of the Social Media bot “Comment Robert” from Weibo
JIANG Yiyao, KUANG Yue, HUANG Yuhan, HU Hanhan

(School of Journalism and Communication, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: This article is based on the whole process of interaction between humans and social robots, with a particular emphasis on
empirically examining the subjectivity dilemmas faced by different users. The study finds that while users are aware and take ac-
tions to maintain their self-subjectivity, they are still facing unconscious alienation and exploitation, which are specifically manifes-
ted in four major subjectivity dilemmas: in the machine communication experience, they can discern the traces of the algorithm but
cannot resist the deviance of discourse; in the information attribution decision, they attach importance to information protection but
face the risk of leakage; in the emotional interaction process, they emphasize the value of emotions but suffer from the invasion of
bias; in the identification of the essence of the algorithm, they master the subject consciousness but still have the problem of failure
and domestication. In response to the above problems. the study further points out that the thinking about the crisis of human
subjectivity should return to human beings themselves. Moreover, enhancing users’ algorithm literacy level will be pivotal in over-
coming the subjectivity dilemma at the current stage.

Key words: human-machine interaction; subjectivity dilemma; social bots
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