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From Autonomy to Heteronomy: Scientific Exceptionalism and Its

Implications for the Governance of Science and Technology in China
HUANG Yingjia, WANG Jun
(Department of Philosophy s Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The four claims of “Scientific Exceptionalism”, namely, epistemological exceptionalism, Platonic exceptionalism,
sociological exceptionalism and economic exceptionalism, construct a special status for science. However, with the growing
concern for ethical governance of science and technology in modern society, the validity of these claims has been questioned. This
highlights the need to adopt STS research as a theoretical perspective and to integrate domestic and international practices in the
governance of science and technology to critically assess the limitations of scientific autonomy. Furthermore, efforts should be
focused on exploring a shift from autonomy to heteronomy in order to establish a Chinese governance system of science and
technology that balances ethical constraints with social responsibilities.

Key words: scientific autonomy; scientific exceptionalism; ethics of science and technology; governance of science and technology
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