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A Critical Interpretation of Verbeek’s Thought on the Moral Agency of Technological Artifacts
ZENG Qingdi, CHEN Xintian
(School of Marxism ,» Guangzhou University of Chinese Medicine » Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract: Technological artifacts are deeply embedded in human life, giving rise to the issue of technological moral agency.
Verbeek transcends the traditional subject-object framework by proposing that technological artifacts participate in moral practices
through behavioral mediation. He constructs intentionality, freedom, and responsibility as an analytical framework, revealing how
technological design achieves moral materialization through value embedding, thereby forming a collaborative human-technological
action network. However, his theory exhibits three key limitations: First, equating the instrumental contribution of technological
artifacts to moral behavior with moral agency at the ontological level leads to the generalization of moral status. Second, dissolving
the ontological distinctions between technological artifacts and natural objects, as well as between foundational and complex
technologies, blurs the boundaries of agency. Third, his theory overlooks the hierarchical differences in moral influence
mechanisms between simple tools and highly advanced technological artifacts. These contradictions stem from the methodological
constraints of post-phenomenology, which overly relies on individual consciousness analysis while neglecting the dimension of
technological ecology. In the future, researchers must transcend the individual consciousness level and construct an ethical
cognitive framework that incorporates technological ecological analysis.

Key words: technological artifacts; moral agency; intentionality; freedom; moral responsibility; rechnological mediation
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